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LM’OliMATlOX OBTAINED FEOAl THE POLICE 


AS TO Til!': 

FIIE(,)llENTI\li OF PUBLIC-HOUSES BY WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
IN THE SIX COUNTY BOROUOHS IN IRELAND, 


111 I'.Ml? i Innii' ( )nic.c pulilislioi.l riLsiilts of the. (‘tu|iiiri(‘s which tlicy lukli'esiscil 
lu ilii^ polirc I'orccs ol‘ tin* Metropolis iind of cottuin lurj^o towiis in England as to the 
froqui'iiting of jjuhlie-houses by women and children (Cd. 3813). Similar statistics for 
Ireland are now |■lll'llishod, base.d upon the observation of a number of selected public- 
houses in Ihilfast. Cork, Dublin, Litnonclc. Ijondonderrv, and Waterford during the 
fortnight ! 3th-l2()tli .! une, 1 !H)8. 

Tlie. piddic.-liouses cliosen for observation wore distributed over the various 
jHAits of till' cities, and the observations wore made from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., except on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Tn Ireland. publie-houHcs in the largoi' towns are closed ut 10 p.m. on Saturdays 
and all day mi Sundays except in the Dublin Police District, Belfast, Cork, Limerick, 
and Waterford, where they are open from 2 [i.m. to o p.m. On Saturdays and Sundays 
the observations wore taken during the period in which the public-houses are permitted 
to hi', open. 

The. results of tlie observations are- shown in the following tabular form: — 
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(2) SiKHibl rBiiortw I'nmi Uui )nilicu autUuriUw iw tn th« ili«iiin-ity hctwuim tl'in liguvoH rntuvuoil fur llie UiUns n 
JloifiiKt iHicl UuDliii will De fnmi'l tiu) ciiul nf tliiK rotuni. 


Extracts from the reports of the officers who submitted these Statistics aie 
subjoined. 

Bdfant, 

The practice of bringing childre-n into licensed pcemises prevails to a considerable 
oxtont. It will be observed that during the period 5,i)63 women entered piiblio-liousoa, 
taking with them thereinto 6,449 children and to the doors thereof 122 children. ^ l.he 
figures are undoubtedly high in spite of trade depression, whieh is severely felt in the 
city. 1 find that the greatest ruiinber of cases occurred in the lowest class districts. 
Many of the children brought were of such an age that they could not be left at home 
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bv themselves. It would appear to be a fairly common practice, too, for children between 
7* and 14 years to enter public-houses alone for intoxicating liquor and carry it home 
to'their parents. The jnactice (whether children enter alone or in company with their 
mothers) is undoubtedlv bad. and must necessarily have a demoralizing effect, 
Children are largelv creatures of imitation, and what they see their elders do they in turn 
love to do ; what thev see in public-houses is anything but good for their young minds. 

Legislation is sorely needed to deal with this evil, whicli brings misery and ruin 
to the houses principally of the working class, hut to be. effective it sliould to a great 
extent restrict the grant of spirit grocers’ licences. This city abounds with spirit groceries 
which form a training ground for the formation of habits \yhicb leml to misery and 
poverty. The spirit grocers have developed a profitahh^ business in illegal sales, which 
are hard to detect and still harder to prove to the satisfaction of the hand Magistrates. 


i'ovk. 

The returns as to the number of women and children frequenting^ the 10 public- 
houses chosen for observation reveal a lamentable state of things, and it is believed that 
in a number, though not in the great majority of other public-houses in Cork, the same 
condition of things is to be found to some extent. 

The results to the children must be deplorable in the evil example of drinking, 
encouragement to learn the vice, disreputable language and conduct. 

Legislation in this direction would be an incalculable benefit. 


DiMin. 

From the 13th to the 26th 3une, 1908, both days inclusive, 22 public-hoiise-s were 
kept under observation in the Dublin Metropolitan Police District, from 10 a.m. to 11 p.ra. 
daily, except on Satirrdays, when the houses close one hour earlier, and on Sundays, 
when the hours for remaiuing open are from 2 to 5 p.m. 

The houses were taken as follows : — 4 each in the A, B, C, D, and F Divisions, 
and 2 in E Division. One of the houses in each of the Divisions, except E Division, sells 
liquor only ; the remainder sell groceries in addition to intoxicating liquor. 

46,574 women entered these houses during the fourteen days, 11,827 between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 21,620 between 2 and 8 p.m., and 13,127 between 8 and 11 p.m. 

27,999 children entered the same houses in the fourteen days, and 328 children 
were brought to the doors but M-ere not brought in. Of the 27,999 who entered, 5,807 
were in arms, 8,767 were under 7 years of age but were not carried in arms, and 13,425 
were between 7 and 16 years of age. 

6,522 children entered between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 13,873 between 2 and 8 p.m., 
and 7,604 between 8 and 11 p.m. All the children in arms were brought in except four, 
who were handed to friends at the doors. 

This practice of women and children entering public-houses appears to be very 
general in the poorer districts, amongst the class who usually frequent public-houses. 
The practice of carrying children into them is more prevalent in the D Division than in the 
other districts, but this is accounted for by the markets for Fish, Fruit, and Vegetables 
being in D Division, and a large number of women are engaged in street trading in the 
vicinity of those markets. 

Although there are no available statistics to support the assertion, yet we are 
of opinion from observation that the practice of women of the poorer class frequenting 
public-houses, accompanied by children of tender years, has increased in recent years ; 
and we have no doubt whatever that such a practice must have a demoralising efiect 
on those women, and must also very injuriously affect the future of the children. We 
therefore think that it can reasonably be held that the practice is prejudicial to the public 
interest, and, in the case of the children, aids in la3ung the foundation for idle and 
criminal careers. 

We believe that the number of children frequenting public-houses would be greater 
but for the Bye-Laws under the Employment of Children Act, 1903, which prohibit 
Licensed street traders from entering premises licensed for the sale of intoxicating 
liquor for the purpose of trading. 

We hope that the new Children Act, 1908, and the power given under the 
Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Act, 1908, to arrest persons drunk on licensed and 
other premises in charge of a child apparently under 7 years of age, wiU aid in checking 
the evil referred to. 
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Limerick. 

Dninlceniiess amougst women is very prevalent in this city. They usually get 
half drunk in public-houses uude-r the pretence of piu'chasing groceries, then go home 
and send boys or girls to the public-houses for more liquor to complete the debauch. 
The effect of this example upon children is most demoralising, and the best efforts of 
Temperance Societies and of the clergy can be of no use so long as youngsters are allowed 
to frequent public-houses and witness the semi-drunkcn brawls and listen to the filthy 
language tlrat usually takes place amongst the lower orders. 

I recommend that boys under 16 and girls under IS .sliould nut be permitted to 
enter public-houses on any pretence whatsoever. 

If groceries are sold it should be in a place structurally separated from the place 
where intoxicating liquor is sold. 


Londonderri/. 

The public-houses selected for observation as to the number of women and children 
frequenting them are situate in poor and tliickly -populated portions of the city. A 
.small proportion of the women and children who frequent these houses are of the vagrant 
and homeless class. 

Some evil certainly results from the practice oi taking chikben into public-houses. 
They become habituated at an early age to the surroundings common to low public- 
houses, and are soon familiarized with the scenes that frequently occur there ; while in 
some cases I have no doubt but that tlie habit of drinking is thus acquired at a com- 
paratively early age. 


M’aterjord 

In, submitting tbo returns as to women and children frequenting public-houses 
I beg to report that tlie practice of women with children visiting public-houses and 
drinking therein is principally confined to the very poorest class of women and to public- 
houses where women are the licensed persons and conduct the business. In such houses 
there is a ‘‘ snug ” set apart for them, which place is often full of half-drunken women 
with children, and when the}' remain there too long the other children come looking for 
them, perhaps for food ; they get drink and contract a taste both for it and bad language 
and other misconduct. It is amongst women whose homes and daily lives are squalid 
and filthy that this custom prevails. Many of the women, of course, bring children in 
ai’ins with them, as they have no one to leave in charge of them. In many cases where 
children are sent, not brought, to public-houses, it is for groceries or similar things, 
but their habitually frequenting public-houses, even for legitimate objects, has a baneful 
effect on their morals. 


Observations of the Police Authorities at Dublin and Belfast as to the disparity 
between the numbers of women and children frequenting public-houses returned 
for these citie.s whose poprdations are 290,638 and 349,180 respectively. 

Dahlin. 

One of the principal causes of the difference between tire figures for Dublin and 
Belfast is that in the latter city only one house of the number observed is returned as 
doing grocery business, while in Dublin of the 22 houses observed, 17 do grocery busioess 
combined with drink, and are consequently more frequented by women. 

This, however, by no means entirely accounts for the difference, since the figures 
for the single Belfast house doing arocery" business do not at all come up to the figures 
for a house of that class in Dublin," wliile also the figures for a Dublin house doing drink 
business only far exceed those for a Belfast house of the same sort, except in one or two 

Much, of course, depends on the localities in which the houses observed are situated, 
and those in Dublin were in tliickly-populated centres, chiefly inliabibated by divellers 
in tenement houses. , , . . 

I think it possible that in Belfast there are greater facilities fox obtaimng groceries 
in unlicensed houses than in Dublin, where in the poorer parts there axe few shops m 
which groceries can be obtained that are not licensed. _ 

It may be also that in Belfast the proportion of public-houses selling drink only 
to those selling groceries also is greater than in Dublin, where for one pubhe-house dealing 
in drink only there are six dealing in groceries as well. 
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The habits of the people may also differ, and there may not be so imie.h porter 
drinking amongst women in Belfast as in Dublin. 

If also the houses observed in Belfast had lull publicans’ licenses attached thereto 
as wa.s the case in Dublin, it might be that women in Belfast frequent spirit grocers 
premises to a greater extent, and while 1 have no statistics on the subject. I have a1way.'< 
understood that in Belfast there are a veev large number of spirit grocers. 

In Dublin we have 2S2 spirit grocers and beer dealers. 15 spint grocers only, .54 
beer dealers only, a total of 351 off licences.” 


In Belfast there are practicallv no piihlic-houses where groceries are sold. The 
houses are purely for the sale of drink. The public-houses selected here for observation 
were, in nearlv all cases, in thickly-populated centres, but here wo have none of tlje 
tenement houses so numerous in Dublin. There are. too. an enormous niimber of spirit 
groceries in Belfast, and the women order drink there, paying for it as groceiies, and in 
this way most of the drink taken by women is obtained. Owing to the very large number 
of these houses the number of women frecpienting them would not be large at any single 
house. From a sense of pride women here won't go into public-houses if they can 
manage to get drink as coiiveuiently from a spirit grocery. From what I can ascertain 
I don't think there is an.nhiiig like as much porter drinking a.mongst women here as in 
Dublin. 

There are about 5UO spirit grocers and beer retailers in Belfast. 


A. T. A CO« Itd.-2S2I7. 
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